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interest, the freedom of international communications against
all unjustifiable restrictions.

Finally, it must be pointed out that the Treaties of Peace
have introduced the principle of compulsory arbitration into
the League of Nations, with regard to a multitudinous series
of questions in the field of communications, and the Conven-
tions which the Members of the League of Nations must
frame in the future, in accordance with the terms of the
Covenant, will unquestionably enlarge this field of arbitration.
The cc Standing Committee," intervening prior to judicial pro-
ceedings, and acting as an independent, expert body working for
conciliation, should gradually win general confidence, and will,
it is hoped, succeed in effecting rapid settlements of technical
disputes, while these are in their initial stage. Thus serious
difficulties may be disposed of before they have grown into
political issues reacting upon and disturbing the world's peace.

The General Secretariat of the Transit Conference, as of
the Standing Committee, is to be vested in the General
Secretariat of the League of Nations. This should guarantee
the maintenance of close relations between the organisation
for Communications and Transit and other organisations of
the League of Nations. The General Secretariat will naturally
keep the Council and Assembly of the League of Nations
constantly informed of the work of the organisation for
Communications and Transit, so as to enable the responsible
authorities of the League of Nations to ensure effective co-
ordination and control.

This organisation, then, should be sufficiently elastic and
should have sufficient independence to facilitate greatly the
fulfilment of the international obligations of the Members of
the League of Nations. Free to settle its own procedure and
to debate and carry resolutions, to establish, as it were,
direct contact between the administrative departments, re-
spectively, of every country, and to preoccupy itself solely
with technical issues, it can hardly fail to become a fruitful
and courageous instrument of progress. Yet, it will remain